Thedath of Azharadian

the death of the great Aerd| general Azharadla
renbrand in Hitistory of the Aefethiat he succumbed
affliction of the breathing and lungs whilst on campaign aga‘i 3
Suel tribes @hnwaln the autumn of the fifty ninth year before t
coronation of Nasran Cranden as the fiisg @fethe Great
Kingdom. :

Amongst his men at the time there was told a tale which is Stlll
recounted among the commo©@foikvefhis day:

In the last days of the campaymimalthe general fell ill with
a sickness of the lungs. Though it ioulgleatly, never did he shirk
his duty nor abrogate his responsibility, instead leading his men onwards
as he always had, astride his great white stallion, Altarin. Despite this,
Azharadian grew steadily weaker, as the disease spread within his chest.

Now the army of Aerdy had driven the hosts of the native Suel from
the coastal plains as a brush sweeps ashes from a hearthstone. /In§
desperation the chieftains of the Suel gathered the last remnants of their
strength in the hills of the Headlands fet cast laf the die, to
break the strength of the Aerdi or to sell their lives dearly if they should
not prevailAzharadian thus faced a desperate foe with nothing to lose,
and knew that only battle, hard fought and costly would suffice for the
banner dfie Golden Sun to win dominion over the land. Yet even as the
strength of his hosts grew, his own strength ebbed.

On the morn of the battle, the general lay gravely ill in his tent.
Nonetheless, he asked that his captains carry his bed where he might s
the field of battle and decry the disposition of the enemy. Dutifully, the
captains carried their general to the brow of a |deokiitigothes
vale where the Suel were drawing up their battle lines and he surveyed
the field. As he looked, uponcko$dl by, Azharadian spied a lone
horseman clad in black sitting astride a mount the colour of pollshed
onyx and the rays of the rising sun touched them not. Even as the
general watched, the rider raised his sword towards him in salute. :

At this, Azharadiandered for his arms and armour be brought to
him and that Altarin be saddled that he might ride forth. His captains
objected, saying that he was surely too ill to ride, but the general replied
S "You do not question me when | would marshal myHests, why t

~do you question me when | would marshal myself?" :
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